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felative Dearth of Soviet Radio Cozsent
on Recsntly Inoreased Ber !

l. In view of the great amcunt of attention given by the Americen and west

Yurojesn pres: and redios to the recent snd ourrent Berlin tension, it should
be noted that, by comparison, the Eoviet radio to date has slighted the whole
situation and has yet mede little effort either to publicize or to exploit it,

2. To date, the only sonitored Soviet radie references Lo the situstion bhave
been limited| 1

Soviet provineial press (a duplicate of one of those to Horth America), s HOT®e
transaission (to the Seviet Embassy in Nanking) ef a Eoviet Inforsation Buresu
review of "What 1Is Happening in Berlin,®" snd two Soviet Home Service broadcasts.
Of the latter, s brief report on & April tells of the air crash between the Soviet
fighter and the British passenger aireraft, explaining that the latter ®out into
the tall® of the Bovist plane.

The second Home Service broadcsst (7 April), econsiderably zore significant,
is a neweoast devoted entirely to detailed explanation of both the Soviet frontier
control mcticns themselves and of the ostensible reasons for such actions., The
reasons listed boil down to twos (1) the utilization of *"Allied milivary traine®
for the 1llegal movement intc the Soviet sone of western Germans in search of food
and work, and for the illegal entry of tspeculators, bandits, spise, and other
criminal elements®; and (2) Angle-American-French removal from the Soviet sone,
in violation of established agrecments, of Sgonsidersble quantitier of valuable
property.® Because of these "faote,® says the broadeast, "and in the interests
of the observstion of legality snd to insure the safety of goods on the territory
of the Sovist some, the Soviet eccupation suthorities were forced to sdapt certain
suppleaentary measuresz® which sre Msteds .. oo
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In thiz particulsr brosdcast, however, Nesegw shows; dittle emotional
belliigerence, adopting instead a tone of st . amesm], ATEURMESd be
noted,* seys Koscow, "...that the Soviet Ml ry Administration is anxious-i
cooperate in the effort to promote intersondl il ! de, m
organization, order, and control in the interest of pe |
goods as well as for the prevention of ( ré?) which seek to cause 8 lack ©
conlidence in the relations smong the ooccu tion sutherities....” And, noting
the Anglo-American~French prot again nation’ of feseengers and |
freight, Mesoow proiesses to be 11 ¥ ye» the Anerican authorities
prefer to furnish omly oocies of the dooule cuments themselvqa®
and why they "do not want the Boviet patro k¥ - the docuwen|ts
of persons passing through the Soviet xone and thus-ave nderet: nEv.
k‘ivm_)\ri‘m refersnce to the mlleged Anglo-American-French removal of ®wvaluable
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property® fros the Soviet sone the brosdosst is relatively restrained in tones
Ypoesibly because of these doubts (allegedly expressed by the Britimsh, dgerican,
and French suthorities about the continued fresence of the authorities in
Berlin), they have, during the past half year, begun to xove from Berlin--by
rail, truck, waterways, and air—oomnodities, rex materials, and other materials
to the western szones.® As to the resction to the supplomentary seasures, the
brosdeast is completely silent about comment froam the western press (in contrast
to Soviet-oontrolled German radios which disparage western "slarmiss® and
"sensationslise®), but claims thet "as say have been expected, the order was
hailed with satisfaetion by all those who respect the law® and wes received
negatively only by "those who are violators of law and order.® The broadeast
also attempte to give the imyression that following the new Soviet measures

"the movement between the Soviet and western sones continued in perfect order
and without inocident,®

The Soviet Information Buresu's review, transmitted in Morse on 8 April
to the Soviet Labasay in Menking, adopts & similer dispassionately *reasonable®
tone. lkntitled, "What Is Happening in Berlin?® the review snswers: Rothing
partloular 1s happening in Berlin.® It them procesds to explain the new sontrol
Reasures in terss of preventing further illegal entry of unwanted personsg into
the Soviet zome and "illegal remevel of valuables from Berlin.® The western
presc is chided for devoting so much space to the "tevente!” in Berlin, whereas
actually they represent only legitimate Soviet measures in “the interests of ihe
city's three miliion inhabitants and the population of the entire Sovist rone.®
And "whet reasonable jerson can object to these logal measures!® The BSC,
fEUTERS, and “even the POPULAIRE® are eaid to “have been foreed to acknowledge
the legitimacy of the Soviet ecoupetion authorities! measures.®

25X1 Of the relevant| ‘transmitted both te North Azerios
and to the Soviet provinoial prese (8 April and 7 April, respectively) reports
the "faocts" established by the Eoviet coamission whieh investigated the causes
of the British-Eoviet plane oollision, with the blame put squarely on the British
plane; it alsc notes that Gemeral Kobertson's “order for escerting British
transport ;lanes with fighters® was rescinded following "the statements of the
Soviet side,® and rsports » oviet~British commission begsn an

25X1 investigation.” The other (to Horth America, 1 April) reports
Soviet-scne press explanations of the SBoviet action in terms of "seasures Lakeriees
to protect the Berlin economy against plunder,®

1t should be noted that the Soviet-controlled German press and radio are
quite vociferous both in their defense of the ®justified" Soviet measures and in
their disparagement of the "alarmist® western pTess resction. The Germen

jortlation 1s vaid to be taking the whole situation in 1ts stride, and has even
welcomed the "preteotion® offered by the control zeasures. ":1l rusors sbout
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disquiet are fundamentally wrong," stated Colonel Tulpanov, head of the SMA's
Inforsation Bureau, in an interview with the Leipsig radio's commentator Hans
Measten on 2 April. And %all the atteapts of the western-lioensed press to

Rake a political situation out of the nev frontier regulations have remained

unsuccessful .®

3+ Whatever the motives behind the Soviet frontier control measures, it is
apparent that they were at least not designed for imzediste propaganda
exploitation by the Scviet radio, which has rather played down the Berlin
situation in feigned surprise over the greet amount of attention given it by
the western press. ’
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